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off to tell his mother. "But after I'd sat on his head for half ait hour he
began to sec reason/*
As he grew older Rutherford began to enjoy other occupations;
he photographed with a home-made camera, took clocks to pieces*
made model water-wheels (like Newton), imitating hii father, who was
highly skilful in developing water-power for his mills. Rutherford was
fond of music as a background, but it cannot be suggested that he was
musical So too he liked to sing, but with no great adherence to any
tune, Reading was his great recreation, and he loved throughout his
life all forms of literature* As a boy he was specially fond of Dickens
and would enjoy reading him aloud to the younger members of the
family, "joining most heartily with his huge laughter at the various
humorous incidents of Pickwick*1, There were expeditions in the bush,
catching brook trout or spearing eels, and occasionally a profitable
hop-picking holiday. Ernest had a narrow escape while bathing with
his brother Jim in the Wai-ti River. Ernest got out of his depth, but
Jim just managed to reach him and get him out. This was before they
had learned to swim. At Pungarchu, there were expeditions on horse-
back in the bush to shoot wild pigeo&s at dawn when they assembled
to feast on the berries of die lofty miro~trecs.
Dr R Milner, C.M.G., Rector of Waitaki Boys* High School, who
was at Nelson School and at Canterbury College with Rutherford,
has stated that "Rutherford always said that but for his gaining a
scholarship to Nelson College from a country hamlet he would have
been a farmer and never realised his special gifts**, It is more probable
that he would have come to the front and become a leader in any walk
of life.
1 lowcver that may be, the next great step in the ladder of his life
was taken: he won a Junior University Scholarship (1889) and matricu-
lated at the University of New /calami.
When Rutherford went to Canterbury College, Christchurch, part
.of the University of New /.calami, it was ;t small institution with about
seven professors and 150 regular students, We have a fair picture of